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President's Message

What a Year!!! TABOR is
over for now and hopefully
our legislators heard the
message to enact major tax
relief for our citizens. Tax
relief will still take time and
nothing will happen over
night, so we're still going
have to work and think out-
side the box to help our citi-
zens with property taxes.
That said; I'd like to con-
gratulate all new tax collec-
tors and treasurers elected
this past November 7th.
The Executive Board hopes
that you'll take advantage
of all the courses offered by
our association.

I want to thank all that were
able to attend the MMA
Convention and hope that
you found the subjects infor-
mative and useful. Also,
thanks to MMA and the
staff for putting on the Con-
vention, what a great job. If
there's a subject you'd like
more information on or
would like covered in more
detail at our next confer-
ence, please contact me with

surers. This is a general in-
troduction of the responsi-
bilities of the position and
what you've gotten yourself
into. We're hoping to be
able to offer this sometime
next year; we'll update you
as things progress. Others
are still in the logistics

phase.

In closing, the Board and I
would like to extend a
Happy Holiday to every-
one.

Gayle F. Doyon, Biddeford
Tax Collector, President,
MMTCTA

2007 Board of Directors Meeting Dates

February 13 - 1:00pm - MMA
April 10 -1:00pm - MMA
June 12 - 10:00am - MMA

August — TBD — Audrey's Camp
September 11 - 1:00pm - MMA
December 11 - 1:00pm - MMA

RICHARD J. RANAGHAN JR.

Senior Vice President
Public Finance

One India Street
Portland, ME 04101
Tel. (207) 222-1488

(800) 924-2948 x8602
Cell (207) 632-2893
Fax (207) 772-5743

rranaghan@gorhamsavingsbank.com

www.gorhamsavingsbank.com

Gorham
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Feel more connected:"

Member!
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& . | First American
w Real Estate Tax Service

your ideas. 67 Millbrook Street, Suite 508, Worcester, MA 01606

Phone: (800) 486-8787 * Fax: (214) 643-4212

The board is working on Web: http:// facollector.fareis.com

some new courses to be of-
fered. One of the classes is
for new tax collectors/trea-

Carrie Proulx - Team Leader - cproulx@firstam.com
Todd Miley - Team Leader - tmiley@firstam.com
Mike McFadden — Data Procurement - mmcfadden@firstam.com



Current Issues

by Gilberte Mayo

MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE TAX

MONRONEY LABEL or WINDOW
STICKER

What do the above-mentioned terms
mean to me as excise tax collector for my
town?

As a new tax collector or veteran tax col-
lector, the Monroney label or window
sticker is a key piece of documentation
that you need in order to calculate and
collect excise tax on motor vehicles.

LD#1011 was passed by the Maine
House of Representatives and Maine Sen-
ate and became law on September 19,
1997. From that date forward, all pur-
chasers and lessees of new automobiles,
vans, pickup trucks and utility vehicles
were required by law to present the
Monroney label or window sticker to the
excise tax collector at the time of excise
tax payment and registration. It was also
required that the MSRP (manufactured
suggested retail price) be reported on the
title application by the dealers who sold
new vehicles. Therefore, as of September
19, 1997, all new car dealers were re-
quired to insert the MSRP in Box # 5 of
the title application. It is our responsibil-
ity as tax collectors to confirm that the
MSRP, as shown on the title application,
is the same price as reported on the
Monroney Label / window sticker. If they
are different, it is suggested that a copy
of the title application with the corrected
MSRP in Box#5 be sent to the Bureau
of Motor Vehicles with the paperwork
normally submitted for that vehicle.

This information is all well and good, but
we are now in 2006. What does this mean
now for the excise tax collector going for-
ward? The MSRP has been recorded on
the permanent titles by the State all along.
As the tax collector that has been involved
with the process right along, you should
be rejoicing. The process of looking up

the MSRP from our price source manu-
als has always been a very cumbersome
and unstructured process. Not all tax
collectors were using the same price
source manuals and not everyone was cal-
culating the excise tax including options.
By having the MSRP recorded on the title
application from the actual window
sticker, our jobs were made much easier.
That should also continue to this day. You
should now be looking for the MSRP on
the permanent titles as people are buying
used vehicles. That was the intent of the
legislation and the reason it was passed
by the State Legislature.This legislation
has resulted in a much higher level of uni-
formity in the calculation of excise tax on
vehicles.

If you are not using the MSRP that is
listed on the permanent title, it is highly
recommended that you do so. The most
accurate method for calculating excise tax
in the State of Maine is to always ask for
the Monroney Label or window sticker for
all new vehicles and to use the MSRP that
is listed on the permanent title for used
vehicles that were registered after 9/19/
97.

As previously mentioned, if there is a dis-
crepancy in the price that is recorded on
the title application in Box #5 and the
actual window sticker MISRP, the Bureau
of Motor Vehicles has a procedure for
reporting that information so that the
MSRP is accurately recorded on the title
before it gets printed. Please refer to the
BMYV reference manual for the specific de-
tails on this procedure.

You may also review the process of what
price to use from the Monroney Label or
window sticker by referring to the Maine
Municipal Tax Collectors Excise Tax
Manual which is available for "free" by
downloading from our website at
www.mmtcta.org.

Questions or comments can be directed
to any of the Executive Board members
of the MMTCTA or directly to the author
of this article.



Frequently Asked
Questions

Q: I have just changed municipalities.
What do I need to do to maintain mem-
bership?

A: In this instance, membership stays
with the member not the municipality.
You would need to notify the MMTCTA
headquarters at MMA, 1-800-452-
8786 and provide the Affiliate Group de-
partment with your change of address.

Q: How do I become a member of the
MMTCTA Board of Directors?

A: Members of the Association are in-
vited and encouraged to apply. You can
email or call the MMA Affiliate Group
department with your request. They will
give it to the Nomination Committee.
Board of Directors are selected at every
MMTCTA Annual Conference.

Q: Where do I obtain Certification Ap-
plications?

A: Certification Applications are avail-
able at workshops/courses and on the
MMTCTA website: www.mmtcta.org.

Q: How do I make sure I am calculating
the correct Excise Tax on a vehicle reg-
istration?

A: The Excise Tax Manual is available
online at: www.mmtcta.org or you can
contact the MMA Affiliate Group de-
partment to purchase an Excise Tax
Manual or Disk for $25.00. There is an
annual Basic Excise Tax Workshop that
provides knowledge and manuals/disks
are available for purchase at the work-
shops.

Q: What is the Time Line for collecting
on a Municipal Lien?

A: You can access: www.memun.org to
download a PDF file of the Tax Collec-
tion Time Line (See the time line in your
Liens Manual). Questions or assistance
on the MMA website-call Jeri Holt, Re-

source Center Manager at 1-800-452-
8786 ext. 210 or email her at:
jholt@memun.org.

Upcoming Events

Training Schedule to be posted on the
MMTCTA website: www.mmtcta.org by
January 1, 2007! Upcoming classes for
2007: Cash Management, Tax Liens, Ba-
sic Excise, Governmental Accounting I,
Governmental Accounting II, MMA Con-
vention, Municipal Law for Tax Collectors
& Treasurers.

The Board will be drafting a preliminary
agenda for the 2007 Maine Municipal Tax
Collectors' and Treasurers' Association
Annual Conference. Please contact any-
one on the board or Joan Kiszely
(jkiszely@memun.org) with any sugges-
tions or ideas that you may have for the
upcoming 2007 Annual Conference.

WELCOME

New Membhers
(cont'd)

Jennifer Vachon, Chester
Teresa Viselli, Cooper

Heidi Warren, Beaver Cove
Michael E Whalen, Old Town
Denise Williams, Readfield
Carl R Young, Orrington
Mike Young, Phippsburg

2006 Certification Program

Barbara Cox Certification

Janet Muise Certification

Richard Lagarde Certification

Jane Gerrish
Pauline Paradis
Laurie Boucher
Tina Theberge
Suzanne Cole
Paul Labrecque
Judith Yates

Certification
Re-certification
Re-certification
Re-certification
Certification
Life Certification
Certification

Town of Dedham
Town of Trenton
City of Portland
Town of Lebanon
Town of Durham
Town of Richmond
City of Augusta
Town of Levant
City of Lewiston
Town of Ogunquit

Put our experience to

work for you.

Call today for an appointment to learn more
about our Government Banking services.

E Banknorth
TDBanknorth.com 800 532-6654

Bank Deposits FDIC Insured. | TD Banknorth, N.A.

112-3669




MARKYOUR CALENDARS!

Maine Muhicipal Tax Collectors’ & Treasurers’ Association
2007 Annual Conference

May 10, 2007 — Saco Holiday Inn Express « May 17, 2007 — Orono Black Bear Inn

MMTCTA's Board of Directors wish to thank the attendees, vendors and speakers for a very successful 2006 Annual Conference.

WE OWE SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Bangor Savings Bank, Data National Corportation, First American Real Estate Tax Service, Harris Computer Systems,
LST Tax Services, Newburgh Associates-Municipal Advantage, TD Banknorth NA, TRIO Software and Verizon Wireless

Banknorth ' . — e

Building stron
partnerships.
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