Frequently Asked Questions - Specialty License Plates

1. How much does it cost?

A specialty plates cost $20 in addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee. Renewal of these plates will cost $15 annually added to your regular registration fee. 

2. How will the contributors get their plate?
They will obtain them from either a BMV branch office or some municipalities*. The money donated by the contributor will be applied to the first time registration with the specialty plates. 
3. Can the contributors keep their current vanity plate?

Yes, The cost of the specialty plate will be in addition to their current vanity plate fees. (EXCEPTION: Due to a recent law change, if the vanity plate is duplicated in another Maine license plate style option, it will not be available. This is a statute designed to eliminate potential risk of misidentification.)

4. Can the contributors request a specific plate number? 

No, We’re sorry. Specialty plate numbers will include 3 numbers and 3 letters. Numbers will not be duplicated for different Maine license plate styles. 

5. If circumstances do not allow this plate to be issued, what will happen to the contributor’s money?

If for any reason this specialty plate is not issued, it is the sponsor’s responsibility to ensure the monies will be refunded.
.
6. What is the deadline for the submission of the 2,000 signatures?
September 1st of any calendar year: The signatures, $50,000 and the proposed design must be submitted to the Secretary of State by September 1st to ensure there is ample time to write the legislation needed for the Legislative Session. 
7. What if I only have 1,500 signatures and the money for these 1,500 signatures?

The law regarding specialty plates mandates a minimum number of plates at 2,000.  You must submit 2,000 signatures and $50,000. 

8. Will the design submitted by the sponsor be automatically accepted as the future plate design?

The sponsor must submit a proposed design for approval or modification by the Secretary of State. The Transportation Committee will review and approve the final design prior to the manufacture of the specialty plate.  There are many different factors to consider when manufacturing license plates, i.e. maximum number of colors allowed, etc.  Plate specifications will be provided to you. 

9. Can the contributors sign-up for a specialty plate if they do not own a passenger vehicle?

The law governing specialty plates states that the plates can be issued to an automobile only or a pick-up truck that doesn’t exceed 6,000 pounds. A motorcycle or trailer, or other type of vehicle cannot display a specialty plate.   
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